You may remember the song by John Denver from the 1970's. He sings of the longing for his homeland. Needless to say, many immigrant students learning English can relate to the theme. 

Step One: For starters you can present the song to your students as a cloze exercise to be completed while listening to the song, and then have them sing it as a class. 

Take Me Home, Country Roads

Almost heaven, West Virgina

Blue Ridge Mountains, Shenandoah River

Life is old there, older than the trees

Younger than the mountains, flowing like the breeze.

Country roads, take me home (Chorus)

To the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain mama

Take me home, country roads.

All my memories gather 'round her

Miner's lady, stranger to blue water

Dark and dusty, painted on the sky

Misty taste of moonshine, teardrop in my eye.

(Chorus)

I hear her voice, in the morning hour she calls me

Radio reminds me of my home far away

Driving down the road I get a feeling

That I should have been home yesterday, yesterday.

(Chorus)

Step Two: Everyone has a place that they miss. Divide your students into groups, and have them substitute the geographic references to suit their own longings. If you have a variety of different nations in your class like I currently do, this can be fun. For example, the first stanza from a group of Russian students might look like this:

Almost heaven, Mother Russia

Ural Mountains, flowing Volga River

Life is old there, older than the trees

Younger than the mountains, flowing like the breeze.

Step Three: Have each group present their version of the song to the class. They can sing acappella or with the original song playing in the background. If some groups are shy, you might want to sing with them. 

