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	Work with the Thai teacher about you coming into class a few minutes late. A couple of minutes, but no more than that. When you enter the classroom, apologize to the students for being late, and make up an excuse why you were late. Tell the students that you had just made an excuse for yourself being late.
Elicit from students other excuses they have come across or have used and write these on the board. If students have a difficult time coming up with excuses, place a few of your own on the board.
Ask a few students to perform something for you. “Ploy, can you stand up, please?” “Pung, can you please turn off the light?” Tell students that what you had asked were requests. You may even mention the fact the class leader makes requests everyday, “Please stand up.” Have the students give you common requests, and place these on the board as well. Make some of your own as well. Have students give examples of both a request and an excuse from their examples on the board. “Could you turn off the light?” “Sorry, I can’t right now. I’m busy.”
	This lesson is about making excuses. It is appropriate at this time for you to set the pace of the class by making a common excuse for a common event…being late.
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	Assign students to pairs or small even numbered groups (if possible). Hand each person a worksheet with either student A or student B. Worksheet A will have request statements, while student B will have phrases of common excuses.

Have students practice asking requests and making excuses. If your class is advanced enough, there is an option for them to write a few of their own as well. Monitor.

Ask a few of the more bright students to share with the class some of their best requests and excuses.  

Have students exchange worksheets with their partner and exchange roles. 

Elicit any feedback and questions students might have.
	Engage. Students can begin to develop common phrases used for requests, as well as, excuse phrases. The goal is here is for students to  increase vocabulary, language flow, and to be able to ask simple requests.

This will enable all students to be familiar with all aspects of this lesson. Students should be able to somewhat comfortably make requests and give an excuse for not doing so.
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