
Grammar Workshop

Adverbs That Compare



What You’ll Learn:

ÅHow to identify Adverbs that compare.

ÅHow Adverbs that compareare used in asentence.

Why It’s Important:

ÅTo further your understanding of Grammar and

Sentence Structure.

ÅSo you will know how to distinguish Adverbs that 

compare.



An Adverb modifies, or describes, a verb, an adjective, or 

another adverb .

An Adverb tells how, when, or whereabout the word it 

modifies.

An Adverb that modifies an adjectiveor another adverb

almost always appears in front of the word it modifies.

For Example:

Cai is an unusually good skater.  (the Adverb unusually tells 

how about the adjective good)

Marta almost always sings.  (the Adverb almosttells when

about the adverb always)

Adverbs (review):



Comparative & Superlative Adverbs:

The Comparative form of an Adverb compares two 

actions.

The Superlative form of an Adverb compares more than 

two actions.

Long Adverbs and Adverbs ending in ïly require the use 

of moreand most.

Shorter Adverbs need ïer or ïestas an ending.

For Example:

Comparative:  She records the experiment more accuratelythan 

he does.    Alicia studied harder than Rex did.

Superlative:  She recorded the experiment most accuratelyof all 

the students.      Alicia studied hardest of all.



Adverbs:

Adverbs often used to modify 
Adjectives and other Adverbs

very too almost quite

so extremely really partly

rather nearly barely unusually

just somewhat totally hardly



Irregular Comparative 
& Superlative Adverbs:

Some important Adverbs have irregular Comparative
and Superlative forms.

Adverb Comparative Superlative

Well Better Best

Badly Worse Worst

Little (amount) Less Least

The words lessand leastare used before both short and 

long Adverbs to form the negative Comparative and 
Superlative.

For Example: Jarrett sings less well.  Amie sings least 

rhythmically of all.


