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THE ARTICLE

A trip to London

At a loose end? Got a day off? Even a few days to spare, a weekend
maybe? Perhaps even a week free? Then why not consider a visit to
London? Thousands visit it every day. Most visitors head to the West
End. Others to the City. Entry points to London by air include London
City Airport, Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted & Luton. A Travelcard
allows you a return trip to London by train together with travel on the
underground and buses. Main rail terminals include King’s Cross,
Paddington (former home of Great Western Railways), Waterloo,
Victoria, St Pancras, Euston, Fenchurch Street and Liverpool Street
(former home of Great Eastern Railways). Tourist musts include: a
double decker bus tour or a journey across London on a Routemaster
red Double Decker bus. Also a journey on the London underground -
visit Bank underground station on the central line and hear “Mind the
gap.” Go for a trip in a London cab. Sample a pint in a traditional
London pub. Do look out for the ‘Congestion Charge’ if driving!

Traditional sites to see include: London Bridge, Tower Bridge and The
Tower of London. Buckingham Palace, The Mall and 10 Downing
Street. West End musts to visit are Oxford Street, Tottenham Court
Road, Regent Street, Bond Street, Charring Cross Road, Leicester
Square, Piccadilly and Trafalgar Square. Other places to visit in
London include: Covent Garden, Harrods in Knightsbridge, The
National Maritime Museum at Greenwich, London Zoo, Hampton
Court Palace (try the maze) and Kew Gardens. Also the London
Dungeons and Madame Tussauds. Mayfair and Chelsea. The East End
where you can get a great curry! Notting Hill — the carnival, the film!
Wimbledon, the common and the tennis club. There is the London
Eye. How about a trip to the British Museum, the Tate Modern or the
National Gallery? See the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.
Hamley’s (for toys). Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or the
Cabinet War Rooms. Visit West End Theatre’s and cinema’s. Also the
London Transport Museum or the Victoria & Albert Museum.
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Hidden gems to see in the city of London include the former
Metropolitan Railways arcade opposite Liverpool Street. Also
Leadenhall Market. Famous streets include Bishopsgate, Gracechurch
Street, Threadneedle Street, Old Broad Street, Cornhill, Lombard
Street and Cheapside. There is the historic St Swithin’s Lane (do visit
the old barbers!) or Popeshead Alley. The city has changed. Many old
retail bank branches are now wine bars or pubs. Famous London
parks include St James, Regents, Green, and Hyde Park. Take a trip
on a riverboat. Dine in the West End. See the Royal Observatory
(GMT - meridian line), the Cutty Sark and the old Royal Naval College
in Greenwich. Walk across the Millennium Bridge. Go to Wembley
stadium, Richmond Park, Canary Wharf, Docklands, or visit the future
London Olympics site. Famous London markets include Petticoat
Lane, Spitalfields, Portobello Road (Notting Hill), Camden, Greenwich,
Borough (Near London Bridge tube station) and Brick Lane (East End
- back of Liverpool Street) for market stalls, bars and curry!

Why not visit Somerset House? Or go for a walk along Southbank.
Famous London football clubs include Arsenal, Chelsea, Tottenham
Hotspur and West Ham. There is the BBC, Capital and LBC! Also
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, Carnaby Street - famous 60’s fashion
street. Soho - bars & sex shops. London clubs. See the Albert Hall or
HMS Belfast. The London Planetarium. Twickenham Stadium - Rugby.
The O2 and Wembley Arenas. You can read the Evening Standard or
TNT, ninetofive and other giveaway free magazines at stations. See
the River Thames, Regents Canal, The Dartford River Crossing/Tunnel
or The Serpentine. Visit Hampstead Heath or Highgate Cemetery. See
Nelson’s Column and Whitehall. Lord’s cricket ground. The Oval. The
M25! Turn detective and visit The Sherlock Holmes Museum at 221b
Baker Street. Famous towers include the BT Tower (formerly the Post
Office Tower), Tower 42 (formerly the NatWest Tower) & the Gherkin.
Travellers might also like to use Victoria Coach Station (for long
distance journeys) or Victoria Bus Station (for London Buses). Neither
is Victoria train station. Well, these are some of the things you can
see in and around London. There are many more but you'll just have
to find them and see them for yourself. Enjoy London!
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START

1. LONDON: where is London? Have you ever been there? When? Why? With
who? How long for? Are you planning to visit London (again)? Go round the room
swapping stories. Change partners often.

2. DICTATION: The teacher will read some of the article slowly and clearly.
Students will write down what they hear. The teacher will repeat the passage slowly
again. Self correct your work from page 2 - filling in spaces and correcting mistakes.
Be honest with yourself on the number of errors. Advise the teacher of your total
number of errors. Less than 5 is very good. 10 are acceptable. Any more is room for
improvement! More than 20 - we need to do some work!

3. READING: Get students to read the passage aloud. Swap readers every
paragraph.

4. VOCABULARY: students look through the article. Underline/highlight any
vocabulary you do not know. Look in dictionaries. Discuss and help each other out.
The teacher will go through & explain any words or phrases you do not understand.

5. I LOVE LONDON! List your favourite top 10 places in London. Talk about
and compare them with your partner. Why these? Have you visited any of them?

1 6
2 7
3 8
4 9
5 10

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their findings in front of the class.

6. LONDON: with your partner on the board write as many words to do with
‘London’ as you can. One-two minutes. Compare with other teams. Using your
words compile a short dialogue together.

7. SENTENCES: choose six/nine of the words from no 6. Write two/three
sentences using two/three words in each. Underline your chosen words. The teacher
will if necessary correct your work. Students might be asked to read their sentences
aloud.

8. QUICK DEBATE: students A thinks London is great! Explain why.
Students B doesn’t like London. Explain why.
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9. LONDON ARTICLE QUIZ: With your partner or in small groups: (1

point for each correct answer. Lose _ point if you look at the article for help!)

Student A
1) Where is Oxford Street?
2) What will you find at Wimbledon?

3) Name 3 London museum’s.

4) What do Hamley’s sell?

5) What underground station is mentioned?
6) Name the common.

7) What fun attraction is at Hampton Court?
8) What is at Madame Tussauds?

9) What is a Travelcard?

10) Name 3 ways of seeing London.

Student B
1) What used to be at Paddington?
2) What can you get in the East End?

3) Name the underground line.

4) What will you find in the West End?

5) Name 3 London airports.

6) What is the name of a famous old London bus?

7) Where is Harrods?

8) What is Notting Hill famous for?
9) Name 3 London railway terminals.
10) Where can one sample a pint?

10. A DAY IN LONDON: 1n pairs, each chooses one of the following.

1 Tour guide 6 Restaurant owner
2 Tourist 7 Theatre manager

3 Taxi driver 8 Museum attendant
4 Banker in the city 9 Railway worker

5 West End shopper 10 Zoo keeper

Now think of 10 things that person might encounter or do during a typical day in
London. (Imagine!) List them below. Create a short story about it. Tell it to your
partner. Try to make it interesting, funny, the problems, the experiences, the
weather, etc...

a b wWN =
= O 00N

0

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their findings in front of the class.
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11. LONDON: Swap partners! With your new partner, discuss the following
about London.

1 As a capital 6 Working / Jobs in London

2 Major events in London 7 The Mayor of London

3 The West End 8 The Lord Mayor of London

4 Olympic host in 2012 9 The City as a financial centre
5 The infrastructure 10 Its pubs!

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their findings in front of the class.

12. LIKES & DISLIKES OF LONDON: Think of 3 likes and 3

dislikes of London. Discuss with your partner.

Likes Dislikes
1 1
2 2
3 3

The teacher will choose some pairs to discuss their findings in front of the class.

13. SENTENCE STARTERS: Finish these sentence starters. Correct your

mistakes. Compare what other people have written.

a) London

b) We arrived

C) The trip

d) The weather ___

e) We liked
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AFTER READING / LISTENING

1. TRUE / FALSE: After reading the article guess whether these sentences

are true (T) or false (F):

a. A Travelcard allows you travel from the airport to London

b. Main rail terminals include King’s Cross, London Bridge and Euston
c. One man red Double Decker buses have replaced Routemaster’s
d. London has many traditional pubs

e. Tradition sites to see include London Bridge and Tower Bridge

f.  You can try the maze at Kew Gardens

g. The East End has some great shops to visit

h.  Watch out for the ‘Congestion Charge’ if you are a cyclist

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article:
a. Consider Crossword

b. Every Try

c. Visitor Subway / Metro

d. Underground In addition

e. Gap _ alitre

f. Sample Guest

g. Pint Call by

h. Maze Think about

i. Visit Hole

j. Also Each

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match the following phrases from the article:
a. Evena in a London cab

b. Perhaps on a Routemaster

c. Then why not to the British Museum?

d. Entry points to London by air Even a week free

e. Main rail terminals in a traditional London pub

f. A journey across London Few days to spare

g. Go for a trip ‘Congestion Charge’ if driving!
h. Sample a pint consider a visit to London

Do look out for the

j. How about a trip

include King’s Cross
include London City Airport
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GAP FILL: READING

Put the words into the gaps in the text.

At a loose end? Got a day off? Even a few days to spare, a
weekend maybe? Perhaps even a week free? Then why not
consider a visit to London? Thousands visit it every day. Most
visitors head to the West End. Others to the City. Entry points
to London by air include London City Airport, Heathrow,
Gatwick, Stansted & Luton. A Travelcard allows you a return trip
to London by train together with travel onthe __
and buses. Main rail __ include King’'s Cross,
Paddington (former home of Great Western Railways),
Waterloo, Victoria, St Pancras, Euston, Fenchurch Street and
Liverpool Street (____ home of Great Eastern Railways).
Tourist musts include: a double decker bus tour or a

across London on a Routemaster red Double Decker bus. Also a
journey on the London underground - visit Bank underground
station on the central line and hear "Mind the ____.” Go for a trip
in a london ___. Samplea ____ in a London

pub. Do look out for the *Congestion Charge’ if driving!

Traditional to see include: London Bridge, Tower Bridge
and The Tower of London. Buckingham Palace, The Mall and 10
Downing Street. West End musts to visit are Oxford Street,
Tottenham Court Road, Regent Street, Bond Street, Charring
Cross Road, Leicester Square, Piccadilly and Trafalgar Square.
Other places to visit in London include: Covent Garden, Harrods
in Knightsbridge, The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich,
London

, Hampton Court (try the maze) and Kew

Gardens. Also the London ________ and Madame Tussauds.
Mayfair and Chelsea. The East End where you can get a great
__ ! Notting Hill - the carnival, the film! Wimbledon, the
common and the tennis club. There is the London Eye. How
, the Tate Modern or the

National Gallery? See the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.

about a trip to the British __

Hamley’s (for toys). Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or
the Cabinet War Rooms. Visit West End __
cinema’s. Also the London

_'s and
Museum or the Victoria &
Albert Museum.

cab

former

gap

traditional

terminals

pint

journey

underground

Dungeons
Zoo

curry
transport
Palace
theatre
sites

museum
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GAP FILL: LISTENING:

Listen and fill in the spaces.

A trip to London

At a loose end? ? Even a few days to spare,
? Perhaps even a week free? Then why not consider a
visit to London? Thousands visit it every day. Most visitors head to the West
End. Others to the City. Entry air include London
City Airport, Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted & Luton. A Travelcard allows you
a return trip to London by train together with travel on the underground
and buses. Main rail terminals include King’s Cross, Paddington (former
home of Great Western Railways), Waterloo, Victoria, St Pancras, Euston,
Liverpool Street (former home of Great Eastern
Railways). Tourist musts include: a double decker bus tour or a journey
across London on a Routemaster red Double Decker bus. Also a journey on
the London underground - visit Bank underground station on the central

line and hear " .” Go for a trip in a London cab. Sample a pint
in a traditional London pub. Do look out for the ' "if
driving!

Traditional : London Bridge, Tower Bridge and The

Tower of London. Buckingham Palace, The Mall and 10 Downing Street.
West End musts to visit are Oxford Street, Tottenham Court Road, Regent
Street, Bond Street, Charring Cross Road, Leicester Square, Piccadilly and
Trafalgar Square. in London include: Covent
Garden, Harrods in Knightsbridge, The National Maritime Museum at
Greenwich, London Zoo, Hampton Court Palace ( ) and Kew
Gardens. Also the London Dungeons and Madame Tussauds. Mayfair and
Chelsea. The East End where you can get a great curry! Notting Hill - the
carnival, the film! Wimbledon, the common . There
is the London Eye. How about a trip to the British Museum, the Tate Modern
or the National Gallery? See the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.
Hamley’s (for toys). Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or the

. Visit West End Theatre’s and cinema’s. Also the

or the Victoria & Albert Museum.

Find this and similar lessons at http://www.NewsFlashEnglish.com




A trip to London (V1) - 14" October 2008

DISCUSSION

The following is ideally for students who have been to London.

If you haven't been to London — you can imagine! Remember this is

discussion!

STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B)

®oaooo

«a

~T oo

Did the headline make you want to read the article?

. What do you think of London?

How many times have you been to London?

. What is your favourite place in London?

What was the most unusual thing you saw when you were last in
London?
What didn't you like about London?

. How was your accommodation when you stayed in

England/London?

. What did you think of the food when you were in London?

Did you buy any souvenirs of London? What?

Would you like to visit London again?

Have you been on a riverboat journey on the River Thames?
Where did you go?

STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A)

®oaooo

X~ oa ™

What do you think about what you read?

. Would you like to live in London (again)? Why?

What do you think of London underground?

. Have you ever been in a black London taxi?

Have you ever been on a Routemaster London Double Decker
bus? When?
What is your favourite tourist attraction? Why?

. What do you think of London pubs?
. What is your favourite museum? Why?

What is the best way to see London?
Did you see anyone famous when you were in London?
Did you like this discussion?

10
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SPEAKING

I LOVE LONDON!

In pairs or small groups: Together find out what you all like about
London! Why? Compare your findings. Discuss together.

Note: For those students who have not been to London. Don’t worry!
This is a speaking exercise. You can imagine. Use the article to help

you.

Favourite

Findings

1) Shop / restaurant /
bar / hotel

2) Sites / street /
borough

3) Building / Museum /
park / market

4) Event / Sport

5) Club / Cinema /
Theatre

6) Airport / station /
underground station /
radio station / paper

7) Your choice of
category about London

The teacher may select some groups to present their findings to the

rest of the class.

11
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LANGUAGE: CORRECT WORD: Cchoose the correct words
from a—-d below and write them in the article.

At a (1)__ end? Got a day off? Even a few days to spare, a weekend maybe?
Perhaps even a week free? (2)__ why not consider a visit to London? Thousands
visit it every day. Most visitors (3)__ to the West End. Others to the City. Entry
points to London by air include London City Airport, Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted &
Luton. A Travelcard (4)__ you a return trip to London by train together with travel
on the underground and buses. (5)__ rail terminals include King’s Cross,
Paddington (6)__former home of Great Western Railways), Waterloo, (7)__, St
Pancras, Euston, Fenchurch Street and Liverpool Street (former home of Great
Eastern Railways). Tourist musts include: a double decker bus tour or a journey
across London on a Routemaster (8)__ Double Decker bus. Also a journey on the
London underground - visit Bank underground station on the central line and hear
“Mind the gap.” Go for a trip in a London cab. Sample a pint in a traditional London
pub. Do look out for the ‘Congestion Charge’ Tifadditionad! sites to see
include: London Bridge, Tower Bridge and The Tower of London. Buckingham
Palace, The Mall and 10 Downing Street. West End (9)__ to visit are Oxford Street,
Tottenham Court Road, Regent (10)__, Bond Street, Charring Cross Road, Leicester
Square, Piccadilly and Trafalgar (11)__. Other places to visit in London include:
Covent Garden, Harrods in Knightsbridge, The National Maritime Museum at
Greenwich, London Zoo, Hampton Court Palace (try the maze) and Kew Gardens.
Also the London Dungeons and Madame Tussauds. Mayfair and Chelsea. The East
End where you can get a great curry! Notting Hill - the carnival, the film!
Wimbledon, the common and the tennis club. There is the London (12)__. How
about a trip to the British Museum, the Tate Modern or the National Gallery? See
the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben. Hamley’s (for toys). Westminster Abbey, St
Paul’s Cathedral or the Cabinet War Rooms. Visit West End Theatre’s and cinema’s.
Also the London Transport Museum or the Victoria & Albert Museum.

1. (a) | looses (b) | loose (c) | lose (d) loosely
2. (a) | than (b) | that (c) | then (d) | those
3. (a) | leg (b) | head (c) | arm (d) | foot
4. (a) | allows (b) | allow (c) | allowing (d) | allowed
5. (a) | mainly (b) | mains (c) | maintain (d) main
6. (a) | former (b) | form (c) | formerly (d) | firmer
7. (a) | Mary (b) | Victoria (c) | Anne (d) | Elizabeth
8. (a) | yellow (b) | green (c) | orange (d) red
9. (a) | musty (b) | musts (c) | mostly (d) must
10. (a) | Avenue (b) | Road (c) | Street (d) | Crescent
11. (a) | Rectangle (b) | Circle (c) | Triangle (d) | Square
12. (a) | Ear (b) | Mouth (c) | Eye (d) | Arm

12
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GRAMMAR 1: MIDWAY / EASY

Put the words into the gaps in the text.

A trip to London

At a loose end? Got a day off? (1)__ a few days to spare, a
weekend maybe? Perhaps even a week free? (2)__ why not
consider a visit to London? Thousands visit it every day. (3)__
visitors head to the West End. Others to the City. Entry points
to London by air include London City Airport, Heathrow,
Gatwick, Stansted & Luton. A Travelcard allows you a return trip
to London by train together (4)__ travel (5)__ the underground
and buses. Main rail terminals include King’s Cross, Paddington
(former home of Great Western Railways), Waterloo, Victoria,
St Pancras, Euston, Fenchurch Street and Liverpool Street
(former home of Great Eastern Railways). Tourist musts
include: a double decker bus tour (6)__ a journey across
London on a Routemaster red Double Decker bus. (7)__ a
journey on the London underground - visit Bank underground
station on the central line and hear “Mind the gap.” Go for a trip
in a London cab. Sample a pint in a traditional London pub. Do
look out (8)___ the ‘Congestion Charge’ if driving!

Traditional sites to see include: London Bridge, Tower Bridge
and The Tower of London. Buckingham Palace, The Mall and 10
Downing Street. West End musts (1)__ visit are Oxford Street,
Tottenham Court Road, Regent Street, Bond Street, Charring
Cross Road, Leicester Square, Piccadilly and Trafalgar Square.
(2)__ places to visit (3)__ London include: Covent Garden,
Harrods in Knightsbridge, The National Maritime Museum at
Greenwich, London Zoo, Hampton Court Palace (try the maze)
and Kew Gardens. (4)__ the London Dungeons and Madame
Tussauds. Mayfair and Chelsea. The East End (5)__ you can get
a great curry! Notting Hill - the carnival, the film! Wimbledon,
the common and the tennis club. (6)__ is the London Eye.
(7)__ about a trip to the British Museum, the Tate Modern or
the National Gallery? See the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.
Hamley’s (for toys). Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or
the Cabinet War Rooms. Visit West End Theatre’s (8)__
cinema’s. Also the London Transport Museum or the Victoria &

Find this and similar lessons at http://www.NewsFlashEnglish.com

also

with

most

on

for

or

then

even

in

to

and

there

where

how

other

also
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Albert Museum.

HOMEWORK

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE: Write an article on “My trip to London”

(Minimum 200 words) Read what you wrote to your classmates in the
next lesson. Which article was best and why?

WRITING: IN CLASS:

FIVE-MINUTE ARTICLE: Write an article on “My trip to

London” You have five minutes. The teacher will select some students

to read out their work.
Countdown: Every minute the teacher may say, “You have xx minutes.

14
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The teacher will ask the class individually to spell the following

words that are in the article:

1

2

9

10

journey
Parliament
former
museum
maze
cabinet
maritime
congestion
dungeons

common

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

terminal
carnival
underground
traditional
sample
across
together
Z0oo

curry

cathedral

Your score: Pass = 12, Good = 15, Very good = 18, Excellent = 20

15
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ANSWERS: 1

TRUE / FALSE:

a. F b. F c. F d. F e.T f. F g.F h. F
SYNONYM MATCH:

a. Consider Think about

b. Every Each

c. Visitor Guest

d. Underground Subway / Metro
e. Gap Hole

f. Sample Try

g. Pint _ alitre

h. Maze Crossword

i. Visit Call by

j- Also In addition

PHRASE MATCH:

a. Evena few days to spare

b. Perhaps even a week free

c. Then why not consider a visit to London

d. Entry points to London by air include London City Airport

e. Main rail terminals include King’s Cross

f. A journey across London on a Routemaster

g. Go for a trip in a London cab

h. Sample a pint in a traditional London pub

i. Do look out for the ‘Congestion Charge’ if driving!
j- How about a trip to the British Museum?

GAP FILL: A trip to London: At a loose end? Got a day off? Even a few days to spare, a
weekend maybe? Perhaps even a week free? Then why not consider a visit to London? Thousands visit it
every day. Most visitors head to the West End. Others to the City. Entry points to London by air include
London City Airport, Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted & Luton. A Travelcard allows you a return trip to
London by train together with travel on the underground and buses. Main rail terminals include King’s
Cross, Paddington (former home of Great Western Railways), Waterloo, Victoria, St Pancras, Euston,
Fenchurch Street and Liverpool Street (former home of Great Eastern Railways). Tourist musts include:
a double decker bus tour or a journey across London on a Routemaster red Double Decker bus. Also a
journey on the London underground - visit Bank underground station on the central line and hear “Mind
the gap.” Go for a trip in a London cab. Sample a pint in a traditional London pub. Do look out for the
‘Congestion Charge’ if driving! Traditional sites to see include: London Bridge, Tower Bridge and The
Tower of London. Buckingham Palace, The Mall and 10 Downing Street. West End musts to visit are
Oxford Street, Tottenham Court Road, Regent Street, Bond Street, Charring Cross Road, Leicester
Square, Piccadilly and Trafalgar Square. Other places to visit in London include: Covent Garden, Harrods
in Knightsbridge, The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich, London Zoo, Hampton Court Palace (try
the maze) and Kew Gardens. Also the London Dungeons and Madame Tussauds. Mayfair and Chelsea.
The East End where you can get a great curry! Notting Hill - the carnival, the film! Wimbledon, the
common and the tennis club. There is the London Eye. How about a trip to the British Museum, the
Tate Modern or the National Gallery? See the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben. Hamley’s (for toys).
Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or the Cabinet War Rooms. Visit West End Theatre’s and
cinema’s. Also the London Transport Museum or the Victoria & Albert Museum.

LANGUAGE WORK
1-b 2-¢ 3-b 4-a 5-d 6-a 7-b  8-d 9-b 10-¢ 11-d 12-c
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