
Grammar Workshop

Active & Passive Voice



What You’ll Learn:

ÅHow to identify Active and Passive Voice.

ÅHow the Active and Passive Voiceare used in a
sentence.

Why It’s Important:

ÅTo further your understanding of Sentence Structure.

ÅSo you will know the difference betweenActive and 

Passive Voice.



Active Voice:

A sentence is in the Active Voicewhen the subject 
performs the action of the verb.

For Example:   

Neil Armstrong landed the Apollo lunar module 
on the moon in 1969.

In this sentence, the subject, Neil Armstrong, performs 

the action of the verb (landing the Apollo lunar module 
on the moon).

The Active Voiceis stronger than the Passive Voiceand 
emphasizes the performer.



The Passive Voice:

A sentence is in the Passive Voicewhen the subject 

receivesthe action of the verb.

For Example:

The Apollo lunar module was landed on the moon 
in 1969 by Neil Armstrong.

In this sentence, the subject, the Apollo lunar module, 

receives the action of the verb.  Wasand the past 

participleof land are followed by a phrase beginning 
with by.

Often a phrase beginning with by follows the verb in 
a Passive Voicesentence.

The verb in a Passive Voicesentence consists of a form of 
beand the past participle.



The Passive Voice:

ÅUse the Passive Voicewhen you want to emphasize the 

receiver of the action or de-emphasize the performer.

ÅAlso use the Passive Voiceif you don’t know who the 
performer is.

For Example:

The moon was reached in 1969.  (focuses on the 

event.)

The spacecraft was landed.  (you don’t know or 
don’t want to state who landed it.)



More Examples:

1.  Muay Thai boxers fight with their hands, feet, knees, 

and elbows.

2.  The bank teller at the Kasikorn bank on Silom road 

stole three hundred thousand baht.

3.  Helicopters were used by the Thai military for 

security during the economic summit.

4.  Lek and Yok played video games all night long.

5.  The temple was visited three times by monks from 
China.
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