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Education

· M.A. Central and Southeast European Studies

 

UCL, UK

2005

· B.A. (Joint Hons.) English Literature and History


Cardiff Uni., UK
2003

· TEYL (Teaching English to Young Learners) certificate

SEST, Taiwan

2005

· FELT (Foundation in English Language Teaching) certificate
      
Saxoncourt, UK
2005

· U.E./Bursary Examinations – AABBB




CBHS, NZ

1996

Employment History

· English Instructor;




Thammasat University, Thailand 
10/2008-06/2010

· English Trainer;




BitS, Thailand



11/2008-02/2010

· English Language Teacher; 


Hamyang High School, Sth Korea 
04-09 2008

· EFL Teacher; 




SEST, Taiwan



10/2005-10/2007

· Administrative Officer; 



DWP, UK



01/2004-06/2005

· Administrator; 




Inland Revenue, UK


01/2003-08/2003

· Factory Operative; 




ICDS, Holland, Germany 

2000 + 2002

· Holiday Rep.; 




Holidaybreak PLC, France & Germ.
1999

Duties and Responsibilities

At Thammasat University, I prepared materials for and taught the university's foundation and ESP courses (e.g. English for Political Scientists, English for Science and Technology) and produced and administered examinations. In addition, I prepared materials for and taught the specialised English course for Engineering Faculty students, prior to their study in the UK, and for courses offered externally (e.g. English for IELTS, Advanced Writing). I also led teacher training workshops for Thai primary school teachers of English, edited papers, and conducted language testing of state secondary school students. I was Conference Editor for LITU's Foreign Language Learning and Teaching (FLLT) conference in 2009.

I worked part-time as a Business English Trainer for Business Information Training and Services (BitS) in Bangkok for over a year, running training courses for employees of private companies (such as Isuzu) and public sector workers (including the Thai Health Promotion Foundation).

In previous teaching positions, I was responsible for designing and using learning programmes for adult students; taking into account their specific fields (business, academic, personal) and needs (aural, verbal, written, reading and grammar comprehension). I generally incorporate materials from aspects of the student's life as learning resources – business correspondence and presentations, journal articles and so on. I also have experience teaching young learners.

Prior to working in South Korea, I did voluntary work for a charity, teaching language skills to Burmese refugee children in northern Thailand. As the charity did not have materials, I created everything needed. I am currently working on a coursebook for the charity to use in its projects.

My administrative experience involved dealing with members of the public and businesses in person and by telephone and letter. My role at DWP involved canvassing targeted businesses and active recruitment for their available positions. Based in Central London, the majority of job seekers I dealt with were from Eastern Europe and South America (often with limited English ability). During my undergraduate days, I did temporary work for Cardiff County Council surveying the public and processing the results via database.

As a Holiday Representative, I had sole responsibility for the administration, maintenance and care of accommodation and equipment on Keycamp's Ettenheim site in Germany. Daily duties included bookings, unit allocations and general customer hospitality.

In addition, I have worked in several other environments including a Royal Mail Sorting Office, plastic crate factories in Germany and Holland, and on a kibbutz in Israel.

Interests and Attributes

Since my school days, I have travelled quite extensively and feel that I have gained important first-hand experience of the differences between cultures that has influenced my teaching development. Wherever I am, I like to try new local activities be they sporting, cultural or merely social.

During my time at university I undertook various jobs, thus I am experienced in balancing different duties and responsibilities.

I studied French to intermediate level and have taken introductory courses in Serbo-Croatian and German. I have also studied Thai. The charity I worked for in Thailand asked me to write an account of life in the refugee village, which is published on its website. 

Attention to detail is a skill I consider particularly important in learning and communication fields. I honed this skill at UCL where I proofread and edited articles for the academic journal Slovo. Most of these articles were written by non-native speakers of English. I have continued editing papers at Thammasat.

My presentation skills are adaptable to different situations. In a learning environment I focus on being clear and unambiguous, with the intention of encouraging the students to interact at the earliest possible stage.

In building relationships with students, I aim to work in an environment in which goals are clearly defined, set, and worked towards; but a creative environment that also encourages students by eliciting and demonstrating their progress.
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